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TAO Background
CORE PURPOSE: 

Drive technology enablement to create an inclusive, world-class innovation economy in 
Oregon and SW Washington.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES: 

Deliver Extraordinary 
Value to Our 

Members

Drive Innovation & 
Digital 

Transformation

Build Economic 
Competitiveness via 

Technology



Economics of Technology | U.S.



Economics of Technology | Oregon

● Net Tech Employment = 166,862
● Net Tech Employment Rank = 23
● Net Tech Jobs Added* = 29 

* In 2020



Diversity in 
Oregon



Diversity in Tech in Oregon 



TAO’s Commitment to Diversity 

Technology Association of Oregon (TAO) strives to cultivate a welcoming, supportive environment for all races, 
ethnicities, genders, sexual orientation, abilities and disabilities, ages, and other factors that shape creative perspective 
and professional experience.  

As an association representing a large and ever-changing industry in our region, we know that work towards an equitable 
and inclusive workforce and work environments is an ongoing process.  We look forward to driving contributions related 
to diversity and inclusiveness of our tech community and ecosystem.

Through transparency and accountability Technology Association of Oregon strives to:

● Reflect, welcome, and benefit from a diverse and inclusive environment.
● Support the development of technology that reflects and engages the diversity within the global community.
● Advance social inclusion through advocacy efforts at the local, regional and national level.
● Engage diverse thought leaders, business partners and attendees in our events and programming
● Foster positive and open discussions amongst community members.
● Promote content and experiences that encourages inclusive representation.

https://www.techoregon.org/


Digital Divide Defined 



P-20 Education 



Urban Tech Inequity 
● 2020 Smart 50 Award for inclusive 

community building
● Invest $75,000 to Community 

Based Organizations supporting 
Portland’s Black and Brown 
Residents

● Over 100 people participated with 
a 50/50 racially diverse audience



Rural vs Urban 

● 2020 funded by the City of 
Independence with 80 participants 
nationwide

● 2021-22 funded by an EDA grant 
as part of a larger NW Ag 
Innovation Hub

● Goal of continued ecosystem 
building to create economic growth 
by bridging the gap between 
farmers and technologists



Digital Transformation 



Selected Advocacy Initiatives (State) 

HB 2411 - ODOT and Telecom Coordination related to Statewide Transportation Improvement Program

HB 2508 - Requires Oregon Health Authority to ensure reimbursement of health services delivered using telemedicine.

HB 2560 - Requires governing body of public body, to extent reasonably possible, to make all meetings accessible remotely through 
technological means and provide opportunity for members of general public to remotely submit oral and written testimony during 
meetings to extent in-person oral and written testimony is allowed.

HB 2654 - Authorizes electric utility to use or allow for use of electric easement in provision of broadband services.

HB 2820 - Establishes Prosperity 1,000 Pilot Program to provide career coaching, occupational training and job placement services 
for at least 1,000 low-income job seekers residing in areas of concentrated poverty.

HB 3010 - Requires media production companies seeking reimbursement under Oregon Production Investment Fund programs to 
perform certain actions related to diversity, equity and inclusion with respect to production for which reimbursement is sought.

SB 615 - Establishes Low Income Broadband Bill Payment Assistance Fund.

SB 623 - Workforce Modernization Act



Selected Advocacy Initiatives (Local) 

TAO partnered with FreeGeek as part of its drive last year to drive donations of tech devices to be refurbished and 
distributed to area schools and residents in need.  

TAO’s office in Eugene engaged TAO member companies for purposes of raising money to purchase Chromebooks for 
one of the schools impacted by the wildfires. 

Pilot project w/ City of Portland (SmartCityPDX, Office of Community Technology), PSU/CETI Institute, TAO Foundation’s 
Center for Inclusive Innovation and TAO regarding digital connectivity in marginalized communities. Pilot project involves 
research, deployment and testing of potential solutions, and report-out on findings to inform development of effective 
and equitable policy at the local level.  

TAO is consulting with the City of Bend on the development of an equitable data strategy.



Questions & Final Thoughts 


