
Link Oregon:
A Progress Report
Steve Corbató – Executive Director, Link Oregon/OHSU

Oregon Broadband Advisory Council (OBAC)

June 25, 2020

6/25/2020 1



Themes for 
Today

 We are building a ‘fourth wave’ advanced middle-mile network for 
Oregon.

 Significant dark fiber acquisitions to date – 2,700 route-miles 
statewide and adjacent states.

 This type of ‘wholesale’ network allows us to add capacity and to 
offer new services more flexibly and cost effectively.

 Our corporate name is the Oregon Fiber Partnership, and a broad 
partnership strategy is critical to our success.

 Core: State of Oregon EIS and four research universities

 P/K-12: ODE, ESDs, major urban school districts

 Higher Education: HECC, TRUs, community colleges

 State agencies: Oregon Broadband Office, State Library, ODOT

 We seek to partner with all telecommunications providers 
investing in their communities’ connectivity with the goal of 
stimulating broadband deployment statewide.

 With partners, we are working to envision and develop a roadmap for 
an Oregon Learning and Telehealth Network (OLTN) – white paper 
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What is Link 
Oregon?

• A non-profit consortium of the four state research universities and 
state government

• Facilities-based optical network

• Statewide fiber footprint – 2,700+ route miles, 6 providers

• Individual statewide WANs will converge onto this platform

• Serves public and non-profit sectors – not a common carrier

• Assumed responsibility for previous NERO/OGIG networks (UO)

• Two core services

• Statewide, Ethernet based transport 

• Enhanced Internet transit (250 Gbps)

• Internet2, CENIC, commercial Internet

• Local peering
• NWAX (metro Portland), WIX (Eugene), SIX (Seattle)

• Last mile partnership with commercial and municipal providers
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Strategic 
Governance

• Non-profit organization with strategic & sustainable governance
• Oregon non-profit with federal tax exempt status (501c3)

• Asset vessel and operational entity

• Vehicle for collaborative IT projects

• Board of Directors
• State government

• Terrence Woods, State CIO (vice chair – FY20)
• Brendan Finn, Department of Transportation
• Peter Tamayo, Department of Education CIO
• Kurtis Danka, State CTO

• Research universities
• Kirk Kelly, PSU (chair – FY20)
• Bridget Barnes, OHSU
• Andrea Ballinger, OSU 
• Jessie Minton, UO (treasurer)

• Additional board members
• Steve Corbató (Link Oregon)
• Bylaws provide for up to two more board seats
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