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2015 PNMP IMCP Letters of Support 

April 1, 2015 

Federal: 
United States Senator Maria Cantwell (WA) 
United States Senator Patty Murray (WA) 
United States Representative Peter DeFazio (OR) 
United States Representative Kurt Shrader (OR) 
USDA FS – Ron Saranich  
 
State: 
Governor Kate Brown 
Oregon Legislature Leadership 
Senator Ann Rivers (WA) 

 
Industry: 
9Wood 
CID Bio-Science 
Forrest Technical Coatings 
Green Energy Corp. 
Grow EDC 
Manufacturing 21 
OneGorge Coalition 
Oregon BEST 
Oregon Business Plan 
Republic of Jam LLC 
Riddle Laminators 
Technology Association of Oregon (TAO) 
Westside Economic Alliance (WEA) 

 
Transportation: 
Port of Camas-Washougal 
Port of Portland 
Port of Skamania 
Port of Vancouver 

 
Universities/Research Institutes: 
UofO/OSU joint letter 
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Columbia Gorge Community College 
Lane Community College – SBDC & Employer Training Service Department 
Lane Community College 

 
Cities/Counties/Region: 
City of Canby  
City of Corvallis  
City of Dalles 
City of Eugene 
City of Gresham 
City of Springfield 
Clackamas County 
Greater Portland Inc. 
Lane County 
Regional Accelerator and Innovation Network (RAIN) 
Wasco County EDS 

 
Economic Development: 
Columbia River Gorge Commission 
Mid-Columbia Economic Development District 
Mid-Willamette Valley Community Development Partnership 
Eugene Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Workforce: 
Lane Workforce Partnership 
Worksystems, Inc. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 























April	  1,	  2015	  
	  
	  
The	  Honorable	  Penny	  S.	  Pritzker,	  Secretary	  
U.S.	  Department	   of	  Commerce	   	  
Herbert	  Clark	  Hoover	   Building	  
1401	  Constitution	  Avenue,	  NW	  	  
Washington,	  D.C.	  20230	  
	  
Dear	  Secretary	   Pritzker:	  
	  
Oregon	  State	  Legislative	  Leadership	  supports	  the	  Pacific	  Northwest	  Manufacturing	  Partnership’s	  
(PNMP)	  application	  to	  become	  an	  Advanced	  Materials	  Sciences	  for	  Advanced	  Manufacturing	  community.	  
The	  PNMP	  is	  a	  bi-‐state	  alliance	  of	  private,	  public,	  and	  educational	  partners	  spanning	  urban,	  rural	  
and	  suburban	  areas	  in	  Oregon’s	  Willamette	  Valley	  and	  Columbia	  River	  Corridors,	  as	  well	  as	  SW	  
Washington.	  The	  State	  of	  Oregon	  is	  committed	  to	  evolving	  the	  manufacturing	  ecosystem	  to	  grow	  
businesses	  and	  increase	  jobs	  in	  the	  manufacturing	  industry	  that	  has	  been	  the	  backbone	  of	  the	  Pacific	  
Northwest	  economy	  for	  more	  than	  150	  years.	  
	  
Oregon	  is	  continuing	  to	  rebound	  from	  impacts	  to	  our	  natural	  resource	  economy,	  transitioning	  from	  a	  
wood	  products	  base	  to	  a	  silicon	  forest	  with	  diverse	  industries	  in	  advanced	  materials,	  agribusiness,	  food	  
processing	  and	  technology,	  electronics	  and	  metals	  manufacturing.	  Our	  manufacturing	  base	  is	  innovative,	  
strong,	  and	  export-‐oriented.	  A	  Manufacturing	  Communities	  designation	  would	  catalyze	  our	  progress	  in	  
the	  rapidly	  evolving	  global	  economy,	  unifying	  the	  relationship	  between	  rural	  and	  urban	  economies.	  
	  
The	  Oregon	  Legislature	  has	  already	  invested	  in	  multiple	  economic	  initiatives	  that	  are	  integral	  to	  the	  
PNMP.	  These	  investment	  include	  funding	  for	  1)	  the	  Regional	  Accelerator	  and	  Innovation	  Network,	  which	  
aims	  to	  accelerate	  the	  commercialization	  of	  university-‐based	  or	  assisted	  research,	  foster	  start-‐up	  
business	  formation,	  and	  encourage	  the	  retention	  of	  high-‐tech,	  high	  paying	  businesses	  in	  the	  region;	  2)	  the	  
Oregon	  Manufacturing	  Extension	  Partnership,	  which	  supports	  advanced	  manufacturing	  firms;	  and	  3)	  the	  
Northwest	  Collaboratory	  for	  Sustainable	  Manufacturing,	  which	  is	  working	  to	  integrate	  the	  capabilities	  of	  
Oregon’s	  public	  universities	  to	  enhance	  the	  productivity,	  competitiveness,	  and	  sustainability	  of	  Oregon	  
metals	  and	  advanced	  manufacturing	  businesses	  through	  joint	  project	  development	  and	  industry	  
participation.	  	  
	  
The	  bi-‐state,	  16	  county	  consortium	  established	  in	  the	  PNMP	  is	  united	  to	  strengthen	  the	  manufacturing	  
community,	  create	  jobs	  and	  increase	  incomes.	  It	  reflects	  the	  coalescing	  of	  existing	  innovative	  and	  
collaborative	  networks	  throughout	  the	  state	  whose	  focus	  is	  to	  build	  robust	  connections	  between	  and	  
within	  Oregon	  and	  southern	  Washington	  cities	  in	  anticipation	  of	  a	  stronger	  future	  in	  manufacturing.	  We	  
are	  confident	  that	  this	  initiative	  will	  exceed	  our	  expectations	  for	  leading	  the	  Manufacturing	  Communities	  
in	  the	  region	  and	  will	  produce	  on	  the	  ground	  benefit	  for	  manufacturing	  in	  Oregon	  and	  SW	  Washington.	  
For	  more	  information,	  please	  see	  our	  partnership	  website:	  http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/.	  	  
	  
Respectfully	  submitted,	  	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	  
Representative	  Tina	  Kotek	  	   	   	   	   Senator	  Diane	  Rosenbaum	  
Speaker	  of	  the	  House	  	   	   	   	   	   Majority	  Leader	  of	  the	  Senate	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  
Representative	  Val	  Hoyle	   	   	   	   Senator	  Chris	  Edwards	  
Majority	  Leader	  of	  the	  House	   	   	   	   Chief	  Sponsor	  of	  SB	  482	  









 

1554 NE 3rd Avenue, Camas, WA 98607, USA 
Phone: (360) 833-8835      Fax: (360) 833-1914      e-mail: sales@cid-inc.com      Web: www.cid-inc.com 
 

 

March 26, 2015 

 

The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Commerce 

Herbert Clark Hoover Building 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

I am writing in support of the Vancouver-Portland-Salem regional application to the Economic Development 

Administration for Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) designation.  CID Bio-Science, 

located in Camas, Washington, is a leading developer and manufacturer of plant analysis instruments used to 

measure photosynthesis, ethylene gas, leaf area, fruit maturity, and root growth.  CID Bio-Science products lie 

at the nexus of electrochemistry, nano-technology, optics, and high technology innovation and represent an 

ideal example of the manufacturing advancements that come out of Southwest Washington. 

A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal resources available to help catalyze 

our progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, unifying the relationship between rural and urban 

communities. Our focus is grounded in the foundational ecosystem element of workforce and training.   A bi-

state, 16 county consortium united to strengthen the manufacturing community, create jobs and increase 

incomes, PNMP partners have related initiatives in composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and other 

advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is dedicated to building robust connections between and within 

Oregon and Southwest Washington cities in anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. 

Innovation is essential to the economic competiveness of this nation and even as we recognize the need to 

work on remedial issues, we must continue to find more rapid and productive means of preparing people for 

changes in manufacturing industries. That is why we will continue to invest not just in the instruction of 

workers for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math occupations, but in the educational technologies and 

methods to become better teachers. Regional partners are tackling skill development challenges in the key 

manufacturing competencies of the future, like software engineering, with tactical investments in career and 

technical education as well as apprenticeships in emerging industries. 

We are confident that this initiative will exceed our expectations for leading the “Manufacturing Communities” 

in the region and will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit for manufacturing in 

Oregon and SW Washington.  For more information, please see our partnership website: 

http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 

Sincerely, 

 
Leonard Felix 

President,  

 CID Bio-Science, Inc.    www.cid-inc.com 

 Felix Instruments – Applied Food Science  www.felixinstruments.com 

 

















 

 

March 30, 2015 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The Oregon Built Environment & Sustainable Technologies Center (Oregon BEST) is wholeheartedly committed to the 

success of the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership (PNMP). Since 2007, Oregon BEST has been focused on 

supporting the development of sustainable technology which typically enables advanced materials science and 

advanced manufacturing materials and techniques in a wide variety of uses including advanced wood products and 

the development of cross laminated timber. 

 

As one of the State’s Signature Research Centers, Oregon BEST has always targeted increasing private capital 

investment and family living wage job creation in the rapidly developing cleantech cluster in Oregon and Southwest 

Washington. 

 

Supported by the Oregon Innovation Council, Oregon BEST plays a pivotal statewide role in: 

• Envisioning the future of cleantech and helping shape the development of cleantech clusters through: 

o Participation in and attendance at a variety of national, regional and state conferences 

• Convening national, regional and state leaders from industry, government and academia 

o Participation in national, regional and state organizations advancing the clean economy 

• Convening industry, academia and government through a series of outreach programs including: 

o The NW Energy XP to support students working on solutions to the Bonneville Power Administration’s 

energy challenges 

o Oregon BEST FEST, the Pacific Northwest’s premier clean technology innovation conference, bringing 

together entrepreneurs, industry, investors, government and researchers 

• Supporting innovation competitions: Oregon BEST teams with partners like the International Living Future 

Institute, the PSU Cleantech Challenge, and the Cleantech Open to provide structure, support, and incentive to 

promising innovators tackling environmental challenges with their research-based products 

• Building research capacity through: 

o Creating and supporting nine university-based shared user facilities (Oregon BEST labs) 

o Funding our public university Research Faculty through our Proposal Matching Grant program 

o Supporting and sponsoring Capstone and Senior Projects 

o Development of university-based National Centers of Excellence 

• Accelerating commercialization through: 

o Commercialization Funding program to help young companies advance their development in order to 

secure first customer and/or first investment 

o SBIR/STTR Support Center help to companies working to access federal funding through these programs 

o Access to seasoned industry executives through the Entrepreneur-in-Residence program 

o Access to investors (relationships with regional and national angel and venture investors) 

o Access to a national database of cleantech research 

o Access to student researchers through our Internship program 

 

 

 



 

 

Since 2008, Oregon BEST’s impact has been strong: 

• Our 250+ Member Faculty have attracted over $142m in research funding for cleantech research since 2008 

• The Proposal Matching program has matched over 120 research proposals, and from the 40 successful awards, 

has provided $1.4m in matching funds which successfully leveraged over $17m in Federal research funds 

• Our shared user facilities have been utilized by over 150 companies to help develop new products and 

technologies 

• Our Agenda Development Series worked with over 195 industry leaders to convey needs to the research 

community, government funders, and policy leaders 

• Our four year old Commercialization Funding program has provided over $3m in funds to nearly 40 startup 

companies across the state which have already attracted an additional $18m in follow-on funding. 

 

Oregon BEST has a history of successful collaboration.  For example, collaborating as the Oregon Innovation Cluster 

(OIC) in 2010, Oregon BEST, along with its fellow signature research centers, ONAMI and OTRADI, was among the first 

cohort of winners of the EDA i6 Challenge. The OIC project is now complete, and achieved excellent results, including 

the expansion of Oregon BEST’s program resources to include a full-time Director of Commercialization Programs, two 

part-time Entrepreneurs-in-Residence and a more robust round of commercialization projects. 

 

In conjunction with the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership, Oregon BEST is working on a regional effort 

(incorporating industry, academic and government stakeholders) to win a grant from the EDA to fund a feasibility 

study of Cross Laminated Timber which has the ability to affect our wood products industry in both the rural and 

urban parts of our region.  And, we are also working with the PNMP to attract a NNMI Institute for Manufacturing 

Innovation. 

 

The Pacific Northwest is very well positioned for continued leadership in globally focused advanced material science 

which helps create our advanced manufacturing technologies and techniques including those founds in advanced 

wood products such as cross laminated timber.   

 

Oregon BEST is pleased to be part of this partnership. 

 

Regards, 

 
David Kenney 

President and Executive Director 



 

 
 
March 25, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

The Oregon Business Plan and its partners enthusiastically support the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing 
Partnership request to be designated as an Investing in Manufacturing Community Partner.   

As the state’s largest business organizations, we developed the Oregon Business Plan to guide Oregon’s efforts 
to create jobs, raise incomes and reduce poverty.  Growing traded sector manufacturing is at the core of this 
strategy.  A strong manufacturing sector translates into higher incomes and significantly better health and 
retirement benefits for Oregon workers.  Manufacturing jobs create a pathway out of poverty for Oregonians.  

Oregon and the Portland/Metro region have significant strengths in advanced materials, agribusiness, food 
processing and technology, forest and wood products, information technology, electronics, and metals 
manufacturing, among other sectors.  Our manufacturing base is innovative, strong and export-oriented. 

Continuing to grow Oregon’s manufacturing base requires strong partnerships between the private sector and 
government at the federal, state and local level.  We are working every day with our state and local partners to 
ensure their commitment to a strong manufacturing sector.  A Manufacturing Communities designation would 
strengthen the federal resources available to help catalyze our progress. 

We are confident that this initiative will help meet the goals of the Oregon Business Plan, will be a model for 
other states, and will produce on the ground benefit for the residents of Oregon and SW Washington.   

For more information, please see the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership website: 
http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 

Sincerely, 
 

Jeremy Rogers, Director 
Oregon Business Plan 
 
 
On Behalf of:  
 

                      

http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/


 
 



 

March 27, 2015 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

We at the Republic of Jam enthusiastically support the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership designation as an 
Advanced Materials Sciences for Advanced Manufacturing community. Rebounding from natural resource economy 
impacts, transitioning from a wood products base to silicon forests with diverse industries in advanced materials, 
agribusiness, food processing and technology, forest and wood products, information technology, electronics and metals 
manufacturing, our manufacturing base is innovative, strong and export-oriented. We are, by virtue of our creative and 
tenacious small business manufacturing base, poised to move forward with great strides.  
 
A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal resources available to help catalyze our 
progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, unifying and strengthening the relationship between rural and urban 
communities. The focus is grounded in the foundational ecosystem element of workforce and training.   A bi-state, 16 
county consortium united to strengthen the manufacturing community, create jobs and increase incomes, PNMP 
partners have related initiatives in composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and other advanced materials sciences. 
The partnership is dedicated to building robust connections between and within Oregon and southern Washington cities 
in anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. PNMP is the important unifying player in bringing our rural small 
business manufacturers to the table when it comes to evolving to fit into an expanding global market.  
 
We are confident that this initiative will exceed our expectations for leading the “Manufacturing Communities” in the 
region and will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit for manufacturing in Oregon and SW 
Washington.  For more information, please see our partnership website: http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Lynnette Shaw 
Founder, Owner 
Republic of Jam, LLC 
Carlton, Oregon www.republicofjam.com 





Technology Association of Oregon | 123 NE 3rd Ave., Suite 210 Portland, OR  97232 | www.techoregon.org |@techoregon 

 

 

March 30, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker:  
 
By way of background, TAO’s vision is to create a world-class and inclusive innovation economy in Oregon and SW 
Washington. We do this by helping the region's technology and tech-enabled industries to grow through programs and 
initiatives that focus on industry promotion, advocacy, professional networks, and talent development. You can learn 
more about us at www.techoregon.org  
 
I am writing in support of Business Oregon’s application to the Economic Development Administration for Investing in 

Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) designation. Business Oregon has agreed to be the lead applicant for the 

region that includes a bi-state service area of the Columbia River Gorge and Willamette Valley.  

Innovation is essential to the economic competiveness of this nation, including the State of Oregon. Advanced 

material sciences for advanced manufacturing of Cross Laminated Timber (CLT) in Oregon expands the value of our 

renewable resources using new technology for developing and manufacturing building materials. CLT products 

increase sustainability by using a regenerative, renewable resource and reducing the waste of legacy milling in the 

manufacture of the product. The material strength characteristics of CLT are an enabler for lower grade timber to be 

utilized for high-strength application--reducing pressure on old growth forest stands and putting Oregonians back to 

work, as well as increasing long-term forest sustainability. 

 

The IMCP designation will play a significant role in strengthening our efforts to continually develop a workforce with 

relevant skills, stimulate innovation, and to continuously implement productivity enhancements like CLT. We are 

committed to partnering with regional, state and national partners to ensure that our region drives the growth and 

competitiveness of American manufacturing 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Matt Sayre 

Director 

Technology Association of Oregon 

503.701.7792 

 

 

 

http://www.techoregon.org/




 
 
 
 
      

                
24 South “A” Street, Washougal WA 98671 

Phone: (360) 835-2196 ~ Fax: (360) 835-2197 
Email: info@portcw.com ~ Website: www.portcw.com 

 

 

March 24, 2015 

 

 

 

The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Commerce 

Herbert Clark Hoover Building 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

 

 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

 

The Port of Camas-Washougal (Clark County, Washington) would like to show our support for the Pacific 

Northwest Manufacturing Partnership designation as an Advanced Materials Sciences for Advanced 

Manufacturing community. Our Port continues to have several wood product based companies, but we are 

working on expanding to more diverse type industries in advanced materials, agribusiness, food processing and 

technology products, information technology, electronics and metals manufacturing.  Our manufacturing base is 

innovative, strong and export-oriented. 

 

A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal resources available to help catalyze 

our progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, unifying the relationship between rural and urban 

communities. Our focus is grounded in the foundational ecosystem element of workforce and training.   A bi-

state, 16 county consortium united to strengthen the manufacturing community, create jobs and increase 

incomes, PNMP partners have related initiatives in composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and other 

advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is dedicated to building robust connections between and within 

Oregon and southern Washington cities in anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. 

 

The Port is confident that this initiative will exceed our expectations for leading the “Manufacturing 

Communities” in the region and will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit for 

manufacturing in Oregon and SW Washington.  For more information, please see our partnership website: 

http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David Ripp 

Executive Director 

 

mailto:name@portcw.com
http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/




 

 
PO Box 1099, Stevenson, Washington 98648 

509 427-5485, port@portofskamania.org 

 

March 24, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
US Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 

Secretary Pritzker:  

The Port of Skamania County strongly supports the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership 
(PNMP) designation as an Advanced Materials Sciences for Advanced Manufacturing community. 
Rebounding from natural resource economy impacts, transitioning from a wood forest products 
base to silicon forests with diverse industries in advanced materials, agribusiness, food processing 
and technology, forest and wood products, information technology, sporting goods manufacturing, 
our manufacturing base is innovative, strong and export-oriented. 

A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal resources available to 
help catalyze our progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, unifying the relationship 
between rural and urban communities. Our focus is grounded in the foundational ecosystem 
element of workforce and training.   A bi-state, 16 county consortium united to strengthen the 
manufacturing community, create jobs and increase incomes, PNMP partners have related 
initiatives in composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and other advanced materials sciences. 
Our partnership is dedicated to building robust connections between and within Oregon and 
southern Washington cities in anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. 

We look forward to this initiative to continue economic stability and innovation leading the 
“Manufacturing Communities” in our region of Oregon and Southwest Washington.  For more 
information, please see our partnership website: http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 

Sincerely,  

 

John McSherry, Director 



 

 
3103 NW Lower River Road, Vancouver, WA 98660  (360) 693-3611  Fax (360) 735-1565  www.portvanusa.com 

 

 
 
 
March 24, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker:  
 
The Port of Vancouver, USA enthusiastically supports the Pacific Northwest 
Manufacturing Partnership designation as an Advanced Materials Sciences for 
Advanced Manufacturing community. Our region shares a commitment to invest in 
education, technology, innovation and our collective success.  
 
A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal resources 
available to help catalyze our progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, unifying 
the relationship between rural and urban communities across 16 counties, two states 
and numerous communities all part of one region. We are united to strengthen the 
manufacturing community, create jobs and increase a middle class and prosperous 
economy. PNMP partners have shared interests in composites, advanced 
manufacturing, metals, and other advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is 
dedicated to building robust connections between and within Southwest Washington 
and actively network within our region's manufacturing business ecosystem.  
 
We believe this initiative will support “Manufacturing Communities” in the region.  It 
will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit for 
manufacturing in Oregon and SW Washington.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Todd M. Coleman 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 













 

111 NW 2nd Avenue  P.O. Box 930  Canby, OR 97013   Phone 503-266-7001  Fax 503-266-1574  www.CanbyBusiness.com 
 

 

 

 

City of Canby 
Canby Urban Renewal Agency 

Economic Development Department 
 

March 24, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

The City of Canby wholeheartedly support the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership designation as an Advanced 
Materials Sciences for Advanced Manufacturing community. Our manufacturing base is innovative, strong and export-
oriented. We have recovered well from natural resource economy impacts, from a former heavy dependence on the 
timber industry to now producing high tech products, and a diverse range of companies in advanced materials, 
agribusiness, food processing and technology, forest and wood products, information technology, electronics and 
metals manufacturing,. 

We are interested in the Manufacturing Communities designation because it would bring new resources to our area. 
Particularly, stronger federal resources would be helpful to catalyze our progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, 
and provide opportunities for both rural and urban communities.  

Many of our manufacturing employers are telling us that workforce is their primary issue now. Therefore our focus is 
grounded in the foundational ecosystem element of workforce and training.   A bi-state, 16 county consortium united to 
strengthen the manufacturing community, create jobs and increase incomes, PNMP partners have related initiatives in 
composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and other advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is dedicated to 
building robust connections between and within Oregon and southern Washington cities in anticipation of a stronger 
future in manufacturing. 

We are confident that this initiative will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit for 
manufacturing in Oregon and SW Washington.  We are confident that it will exceed our expectations for leading the 
“Manufacturing Communities” in the region. For more information, please see our partnership website: 
http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

City of Canby Economic Development Director     

http://www.canbybusiness.com/
http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/


 

 
 
 
 

City of Corvallis | Economic Development Office | City Hall | 501 SW Madison Avenue | Corvallis, 
OR 97339   541.766.6339  |  info@YesCorvallis.org  | www.YesCorvallis.org 

March 17 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker:  
 
As a representative of Corvallis and Benton County Oregon, the home of a top 
land grant research university, we enthusiastically support the Pacific Northwest 
Manufacturing Partnership designation as an Advanced Materials Sciences for 
Advanced Manufacturing community. Rebounding from natural resource 
economy impacts, transitioning from a wood products base to silicon forests with 
diverse industries in advanced materials, agribusiness, food processing and 
technology, forest and wood products, information technology, electronics and 
metals manufacturing, our manufacturing base is innovative, strong and export-
oriented. 
 
Oregon State University, in Corvallis, includes top schools of forestry, 
engineering, agriculture, and business, and recognizes the synergy between the 
university, our already well established manufacturing base in metals, food 
processing, wood products, high tech, and this designation. 
 
A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal 
resources available to help catalyze our progress in the rapidly evolving global 
economy, unifying the relationship between rural and urban communities. Our 
focus is grounded in the foundational ecosystem element of workforce and 
training.   A bi-state, 16 county consortium united to strengthen the 
manufacturing community, create jobs and increase incomes, PNMP partners 
have related initiatives in composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and 
other advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is dedicated to building 
robust connections between and within Oregon and southern Washington cities 
in anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. 
 
We are confident that this initiative will exceed our expectations for leading the 
“Manufacturing Communities” in the region and will be a model for other states 

mailto:info@YesCorvallis.com
http://www.yescorvallis.org/
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and will produce on the ground benefit for manufacturing in Oregon and SW 
Washington.  For more information, please see our partnership website: 
http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tom Nelson 
 
Tom Nelson 
Economic Development Manager 
 

mailto:info@YesCorvallis.com
http://www.yescorvallis.org/
http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/
















 
JAY BOZIEVICH 
 
Lane County Commissioner 
West Lane District 
jay.bozievich@co.lane.or.us 
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March 25, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
US Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE:  Letter of Support – Pacific Northwest Partnership application for federal 

designation under the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership  
 
Dear Secretary Pritzker, 
 
I am pleased to support the Pacific Northwest Partnership (PNMP) application for federal 
designation under the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP).  
This designation will only further the PNMP’s goal to evolve the manufacturing 
ecosystem to grow businesses and increase jobs in the manufacturing industry that have 
been the backbone of the Pacific Northwest economy for more than 150 years. 
 
I have a long history of supporting manufacturing businesses and jobs in our community.  
Support of the PNMP for federal designation under the IMCP aligns with Lane County’s 
goal to promote vibrant communities with a strong, diverse and sustainable regional 
economy.  I recognize that the identified catalytic project of Cross Laminated Timber 
(CLT) provides this partnership with the best opportunity to feature our strengths across 
our regional eco-system and nicely features Oregon’s long history and competitive 
advantage in the timber industry. 
 
It is my belief that a designation under the IMCP for the PNMP would be of great value 
as we continue to grow and become innovative within our manufacturing industry.  The 
PNMP allows for shared vision, utilizing advantages and opportunities, leveraging 
investment, coordinating research and commercialization, collaborative development of 
public infrastructure to accelerate innovation, training, research and access to capital.  I 
appreciate your consideration of this application and strongly urge your approval of this 
important designation. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Jay Bozievich 
District 1 West Lane Commissioner 
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March 24, 2015 

The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
RE: Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership application for Manufacturing Community Designation 

Dear Secretary Pritzker, 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the Columbia River Gorge Commission. Established by 
Congress in 1986 as a National Scenic Area (NSA), we are governed by a bi-state Commission with 13 
members appointed by the Governors of Washington and Oregon, and by the 6 counties in the NSA, as well 
as a U.S. Forest Service designee.  Our mission is to be the stewards of the scenic, natural, cultural and 
recreation resources within the 250,000 acres of the NSA.   We work closely with the 13 urban communities 
within this area as well as the Columbia River Tribes, county, state and federal agencies and the Offices of 
the Governors in both states.   

The Columbia River Gorge is a special place of spectacular natural beauty as well as an economically 
productive region that supports both wildlife and thriving industries such as agribusiness, forest and wood 
products, and manufacturing, which are all important for creating local jobs and stimulating economic growth 
in these urban/rural communities. We join the OneGorge Coalition in supporting the Pacific Northwest 
Manufacturing Partnership application for Manufacturing Community Designation because we believe that 
their efforts will significantly contribute to creating dynamic economic connections between the two states 
with the additional federal resources that would promote manufacturing and sustainability in this region.     

Thank you for your consideration as we work together to meet the National, States’ and local community 
needs in the Columbia River Gorge.  

Sincerely, 

 
Krystyna U. Wolniakowski 
Interim Executive Director 
 

http://www.gorgecommission.org/
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March 27, 2015 
 
The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Herbert Clark Hoover Building 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

I am writing in support of Business Oregon’s application to the Economic Development Administration for the 
Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership designation as an Advanced Materials Sciences for Advanced 
Manufacturing community.  

The Mid-Willamette Valley Community Development Partnership (“Partnership Board”) serves as the regional 
policy board for the federally recognized Mid-Willamette Valley EDD that is made up of local elected officials, 
along with business, education, and citizen representatives. The Partnership Board recognizes the importance 
of supporting the growth and expansion of manufacturing businesses within the region as indicated in the Mid-
Willamette Valley Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) approved by the Board in 2012. The 
CEDS identifies growth and expansion of the region’s key industry clusters, including metals, machinery, and 
equipment as one of the region’s top priority goals and objectives. 

A bi-state, 16 county consortium united to strengthen the manufacturing community, create jobs and increase 
incomes, PNMP partners have related initiatives in composites, advanced manufacturing, metals, and other 
advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is dedicated to building robust connections between and within 
Oregon and southern Washington cities in anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. 

The Mid-Willamette Valley has a strong history of working collaboratively with economic development partners 
outside out three county area as witnessed through the creation of Cascades West Financial Services, Inc., a 
certified development corporation that was formed by three regional council of governments (7 counties) as a 
way to provide increased access to small business loan services. We view the IMCP initiative as the next 
evolution of interregional collaboration that will allow our individual regions to work together and leverage each 
other’s strengths and resources to retain, grow and attract manufacturing companies.   

We are confident that this initiative will exceed our expectations for leading the “Manufacturing Communities” 
in the region and will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit for manufacturing in 
Oregon and SW Washington.  We are committed to supporting the implementation of the strategy through in-
kind staff assistance.  Thank you for your support in this very important endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

 

John McArdle 
Mayor, City of Independence and Chair, Mid-Willamette Valley Community Development Partnership 
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March 24, 2015 

 

The Honorable Penny S. Pritzker, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Commerce 

Herbert Clark Hoover Building 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Pritzker:  

We enthusiastically support the Pacific Northwest Manufacturing Partnership designation as an 

Advanced Materials Sciences for Advanced Manufacturing community. Rebounding from natural 

resource economy impacts, transitioning from a wood products base to silicon forests with diverse 

industries in advanced materials, agribusiness, food processing and technology, forest and wood 

products, information technology, electronics and metals manufacturing, our manufacturing base is 

innovative, strong and export-oriented. 

A Manufacturing Communities designation would strengthen the federal resources available to help 

catalyze our progress in the rapidly evolving global economy, unifying the relationship between rural 

and urban communities. Our focus is grounded in the foundational ecosystem element of workforce 

and training.   A bi-state, 16 county consortium united to strengthen the manufacturing community, 

create jobs and increase incomes, PNMP partners have related initiatives in composites, advanced 

manufacturing, metals, and other advanced materials sciences. Our partnership is dedicated to 

building robust connections between and within Oregon and southern Washington cities in 

anticipation of a stronger future in manufacturing. 

As the Workforce Development Board for the City of Portland, Multnomah and Washington Counties, 

Worksystems is an active PNMP member and very supportive of the partnership.  The PNMP 

parallels our local sector strategy but on a larger scale.  We’ve had great success in our region 

forming the Columbia-Willamette Workforce Collaborative with our neighboring workforce boards in 

SW WA and Clackamas County to support the needs of local manufacturers.  Through this 

partnership we’ve been able to: 

 Break down silos 

 Leverage resources 

 Reduce duplication of services 

 Share best practices  

 And connect job seekers to industry employment and manufacturers to the talent they need 

to stay competitive 

Through the PNMP, the larger bi-state region is beginning to realize many of these same benefits.   

We are confident that this initiative will exceed our expectations for leading the “Manufacturing 

Communities” in the region and will be a model for other states and will produce on the ground benefit 

for manufacturing in Oregon and SW Washington.  For more information, please see our partnership 

website: http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/. 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew McGough 

Executive Director  

http://www.oregon4biz.com/IMCP/

